Fatty acids: links between genes involved in fatty acid and cholesterol metabolism.
Fatty acids are a major constituent of dietary fats and form an integral part of the cellular membrane and lipoproteins. The gene regulatory potential of fatty acids has long been recognized, but the precise regulatory mechanisms are unknown. The regulatory ability of fatty acids on the expression of a number of genes together with potential mechanisms and pathways of regulation are reviewed. In this review, we emphasize a key aspect of regulation mediated by the sterol regulatory element binding-protein, and its effects on sterol regulatory elements.